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PuBLI ¢ SERvVI CE CawANY OF NEw HAMPSHI RE

| nvestigation into Base Rates
PSNH Proposed Restructuring Settl enment

Order Granting Motion for Confidential Treatnment

ORDER NO 23.301

Sept enber 20, 1999

In response to a data request fromthe Staff of the New
Hanmpshire Public Uilities Comm ssion (Conmm ssion) in DR 97-059,
which is the Conm ssion's investigation into the base rates of
Public Service Conpany of New Hanpshire (PSNH), the Conpany has
furni shed a copy of a series of contracts entered into by PSNH
and Ensi o Resources for the renoval of boiler slag from PSNH s
Merrimack Station. Pursuant to RSA 91-A:5, IV and PUC 206. 06
PSNH now noves for confidential treatnment of these docunents.

The information in the docunents is financially or
commercially sensitive in the sense that its public disclosure
woul d reveal information that could place Ensio Resources at a
conpetitive disadvantage relative to other firnms that purchase
end products of coal -burning processes and PSNH at a conpetitive
di sadvantage in future negotiations with end-product purchasers.
We are required to bal ance these private interests in
non-di scl osure against the public's interest in making the

information avail able for general scrutiny. See Union Leader
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Corp. v. NH Housing Fin. Auth., 142 N H 540, 553 (1997);
Public Service Conpany of New Hanpshire, Order No. 23,090
(Decenber 21, 1998); New Engl and Tel ephone Conpany (Auditel), 80
NHPUC 437 (1995). Applying this balancing test to the case at

hand, we conclude that PSNH has made a prinma facie show ng that

the potential conpetitive harmto Ensio Resources and PSNH
out wei ghs the public’s interest in disclosure. Thus, the notion
will be granted subject to further consideration upon a request
by the public to review the material pursuant to RSA 91-A

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED, that PSNH s Mdtion for Confidential treatnent
and a protective order is GRANTED, and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that this Order is subject to the

ongoing rights of the Commission, on its own notion or on the
notion of Staff, any party or any other nenber of the public, to
reconsider this Oder in light of RSA 91-A should circunstances

SO warrant.

By order of the Public Utilities Conmm ssion of New

Hanpshire this twentieth day of Septenber, 1999.

Dougl as L. Patch Susan S. Gei ger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Comm ssi oner Comm ssi oner
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Acting Secretary



